Peripheral limb gangrene following rectal biopsy. Treatment with prostacyclin and exchange transfusion.
After a rectal biopsy, a 3-week-old boy developed centripetally progressive distal limb gangrene. This was accompanied by transient hypertension and high levels of circulating immune complexes. The ischemia was reversed by prostacyclin infusion, oral corticosteroids and multiple exchange transfusions.